HITLER   AND   I

In 1928, while living with my parents at Dinkels-
biihl, I made a loyal attempt to call a halt by the
complete airing of our views. Adolf replied by advo-
cating Machiavellism.

Meanwhile Hermann Goering had returned from
his long stay in Italy and Sweden. He began to intrigue
for a seat in Parliament, and did not hesitate to bring
the most unscrupulous pressure to bear upon his old
comrade-in-arms Hitler.

'Either I become a deputy/ he said, cor I bring an
action against the Party for damages and interest for
the wound I received on November 9.*

Did Adolf allow himself to be intimidated?

I think not. Gregor, more credulous than I, said to
me one day:

'You know Koch has been thrown out? Goering is
to have the seat. The swine has blackmailed Hitler.5

I saw further than Gregor, and could imagine the
use Hitler could make of Goering, an ex-officer with
excellent connections among the big industrialists.
Without him Hitler would undoubtedly have had to
make do with such second-rate capitalists as had
already gravitated within his orbit. But through
Hermann Goering he established contact with the
celebrated industrialist Thyssen, with Kirdorf, who
managed the secret funds of heavy industry, and
eventually with the financial wizard Schacht. Life in
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